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Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1883. 



Vol. XV. Washington, D. 0., March 16, 1900. No. 11. 

UNITED STATES. 

Plague precaution — Physicians urge the necessity of hilling rats. 

The prevalence of bubonic plague in the Asiatic countries and the 
islands of the Pacific has given rise to the fear that it may be introduced 
on this coast. 

In view of the urgent precautions necessary, the physicians of the 
city have issued the following address to the citizens : 

Astoria, Oreg., February 22, 1900. 
To the citizens of Astoria and vicinity: 

As a matter of precaution to prevent the bubonic plague getting a 
foothold here, we urge upon you the necessity of poisoning all the rats 
about your homes as soon as possible. It has been found, without doubt, 
that rats not only take this disease themselves, but are the most active 
agents of spreading it abroad. In the larger cities of Europe, as also 
in Asia and China, a wholesale crusade against the rats is being waged 
at present. Not because of the presence of the plague, but to prevent 
its extension should cases occur. 

This course is particularly urged by physicians living in the plague- 
stricken countries. And so considering the rapid extension of this dis- 
ease in Sandwich Islands and other countries bordering on the Pacific 
Ocean having frequent intercourse with our Pacific coast ports, we 
submit this advice for your earnest consideration. 

J. A. Pulton, M. D., 

State Health Officer. 
H. L. Henderson, 

(My Physician. 
Aug. C. Kinney, M. D., 
Alfred Kinney, M. D., 
Hill Hastings, 

TJ. S. Quarantine Officer. 
Geo. A. Skinner, 
First Lieut, and Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A. 
John S. Bishop, M. D, 
Dr. Jay Tuttle. 
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